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INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
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AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 

UNCLAS ALGIERS 0079 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, XI 

SUBJ: INITIAL ALGERIAN REACTION TO LIBYAN-TUNISIAN 
MERGER ANNOUNCEMENT 

DEPT PASS CAIRO 

1. FRONT PAGE EDITORIAL IN GOVT-CONTROLLED EL MOUDJAHID 
JAN. 14 GREETED MERGER ANNOUNCEMENT WITH "SUPRISE, 

RESERVE AND SCEPTICSM”. EDITORIAL NOTES HASTE OF 
ANNOUNCMENT, COMING AFTER A SINGLE BRIEF MEETING 
BETWEEN QADHAFI AND BOURGUIBA, WHICH WAS ITSELE HASTILY 
ARRANGED. IT QUOTES BOURGUIBA'S PAST COUNSEL TO 
QADHAFI THAT UNION WOULD REQUIRE DECADES AND EVEN 
ENTURIES TO ACHIEVE AND WARNS THAT ARAB HISTORY HAS 
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SEEN OTHER EPHEMERAL UNIONS WHICH WERE UNABLE TO SURVIVE. 
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OTHER ARTICLES QUOTE AT LENGTH EROM BOURGUIBA'S DECM 1972 
SPEECH AND CALL ATTENTION TO GREAT DISPARITIES BETWEEN 
BOURGUIBA AND ADHAFI. 

2. TUNISIAN DELEGATION COMPOSED OF HABIB CHATTI AND 
HASSAN BELKHODJA MET WITH FONMIN BOUTEFLIKA JAN 
13, SHORTLY BEFORE ARRIVAL IN ALGIERS OF MOROCCAN FONMIN 
BENHIMA AND MINSTATE BAHNINI, BRINGING MESSAGE FROM 
KING HASSAN. 

EGLETON 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED CAIRO. 
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From: ALGIERS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 97401 45/aaaabpwt.tel 
Line Count: 73 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: WorrelSW 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 FEB 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 FEB 2002 by daviscw>; APPROVED <20-Nov-2002 by WorrelSW> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INITIAL ALGERIAN REACTION TO LIBYAN-TUNISIAN MERGER ANNOUNCEMENT 
TAGS: PFOR, XI, TS, LY, AG 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




